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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-14, 27-30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Crandall, Jr. et al. (US 2002/0149491 A1). 

Regards claim 1, Crandall disclose a regional information system comprising: 
a plurality of detectors (12) for monitoring a region; 

control circuitry (14) coupled to the detectors, the control circuitry at least in part 
in response to indicia (inputs) from the detectors, establishes at least one ingress 
path into a portion of the region indicated by at least some of the detectors, as 
being the location of a hazardous condition; the ingress path is the path indicated 
by the flashing red diagonal bar to direct evacuees away from the hazardous 
area and alternatively direct responder to the area, as seen at least in Figures 1- 
3; [0029] to [0032], [0034] to [0036]. 

Regards claim 2, Crandall disclose the control circuitry at least in part in 
response to indicia from the detectors, establishes at least one egress path from 
the portion of the region as seen in paragraph, [0035]. 
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Regards claim 3, Crandall disclose ingress path indicating elements 
coupled to the control circuits as seen in Figures 1; [0030] to [0031]. 
Regards claim 4, Crandall disclose at least some of the ingress path indicating 
elements comprise electrical circuitry for emitting at least one of an audible or a 
visual Indicium as seen In [0029] to [0030]. 

Regards claims 5-6, Crandall disclose the control circuitry comprises at least 
one of tree evaluation software, neural networks implementing software, fuzzy 
logic software or pattern recognition software for establishing at least one ingress 
path as seen In [0035]. 

Regards claims 7-9, Crandall disclose the control circuitry alters the at least one 
Ingress path over time in response to the hazardous condition as seen in [001 5], 
[0018], [0035]. 

Regards claim 10-11, Crandall disclose the control circuits visually and audibly 
identify the original ingress path and then visually identify the altered ingress path 
in response to the hazardous condition as seen In [0015], [0018], [0032], [0035]. 
Regards claim 12, Crandall disclose a plurality of path identifying devices (10, 
16) coupled to the control circuits as seen in Figures 1-3; [0031] to [0033]. 
Regards claim 13, Crandall disclose the path identifying devices comprise at 
least one of visible output devices (10) or audible output devices (16) as seen in 
[0030] to [0031]. 
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Regards claim 14, Crandall disclose the control circuit includes executable 

instructions for changing paths and for altering activated path identifying devices 

in accordance therewith as seen in [0035]. 

Regards claim 26, Crandall disclose a method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of condition indicating signals from a group of different 

sources (sensors 12) associated with a region; 

evaluating the signals, and, responsive thereto determining at least one of an 
egress path from or an ingress path into the region as seen in Figures1-3; [0029] 
to [0036]. 

Regards claim 28, Crandall disclose rejecting a different, potential egress path 
which may change overtime as seen In [0036]. 
Regards claim 29, Crandall disclose modifying the at least one egress 
path in response to the condition indicating signals as seen In [0031] and [0036]. 
Regards claim 30, Crandall disclose enabling path indicating annunciators 
to identify the modified egress path as seen in [000031] and [0036]. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 15-26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Crandall, Jr. 



Application/Control Number: 10/735,363 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2636 

Regards claim 15, Crandall disclose a path defining system adapted for use with 
a plurality of regional monitoring units (12), the system comprising: 

a central processing unit (14) to receive inputs from members of a plurality of 
monitoring units; 

the processing unit processes a plurality of inputs received from the monitoring 
units, and responsive thereto determines at least one acceptable egress path for 
exiting a region while excluding at least one unacceptable path as seen in figure 
1; [0029] to [0032], [0035]. 

However, Crandall fail to specifically disclose a first circuitry and a second 
circuitry for performing the tasks of receiving and processing the inputs from 
monitoring units by the processing unit respectively. Since the processing unit 
performs both functions, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in 
art to alternatively use the processing unit with the advantages of faster, cheaper, 
smaller and more efficient. One of ordinary skilled in the art would recognize that 
the processor would comprise at least one circuitry configured for receiving 
inputs from monitoring units and at least one circuit or a program or a processor 
for processing inputs to perform the above tasks. 

Regards claim 16, Crandall disclose the second circuitry (processor) limits 
acceptable egress paths (safest routes) to those that are associated with non- 
hazardous condition indicating inputs from at least some of the monitoring units 
as seen in [0032], [0035]. 
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Regards claim 17, Crandall disclose the processing circuitry excludes paths that 
are associated with hazardous condition indicating inputs from at least some of 
the monitoring units as seen in [0032], [0035] to [0036]. 

Regards claim 18, Crandall disclose the processing circuit comprises executing 
a plurality of prestored instructions as seen in [0035]. 
Regards claim 19, Crandall disclose the processing circuitry comprises a 
plurality of executable instructions for, at least in part, determining at least one 
ingress path in accordance with a predetermined criterion (change in 
environment condition detected by sensors) as seen in [0035] to [0036]. 
Regards claim 20, Crandall disclose executable instructions establish different, 
ingress and egress paths as seen in [0031], [0032], [0035]. 
Regards claim 21, Crandall disclose the central processing unit responsive to at 
least one egress path, for activating a plurality of path indicating annunciators 
(10, 16) as seen in [0030] to [0032]. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skilled in the art to recognize that the processing unit would comprise a 
circuit or program for activating a plurality of path indicating annunciators. 
Regards claim 22, Crandall disclose at least some of the annunciators comprise 
devices having at least audio outputs (16) and others comprise devices having at 
least visual outputs (10) as seen in [0030] to [0032]. 

Regards claim 23, Crandall disclose the processing unit responsive to at least 
one ingress path for activating a plurality of path indicating annunciators (10, 16) 
as seen in [0031] to [0032]. 
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Regards claim 24, Crandall disclose at least some of the annunciators comprise 
devices having at least audio outputs and others comprise devices having at 
least visual outputs as seen in [0031] to [0032]. 

Regards claims 25, Crandall disclose different ingress path and egress path 
annunciators; ingress annunciators are red flashing diagonal bar and egress 
annunciators are green-letter Exit signs seen in [0031] for illustration. 
Regards claim 26, Crandall disclose executable instructions for modifying 
determined paths as seen in [0035] to [0036]. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Colberg et al. (US 6842120) disclose a luminous alerting device. 

Bligh (US 6646545) discloses a color-coded evacuating signal system. 

Honigsbaum (US 6499421) discloses a tactiovisual distance-to-exit system. 

Lehman et al. (US 61 50943) disclose a laser director for fire evacuation path. 

Schriever (US 4385586) discloses an escape/rescue system. 

Watanabe (US 5140301 ) discloses a guidance apparatus in case of emergency. 

Sweeney (US 5572183) discloses laser light fire evacuation system. 

Warden (GB 2312982 A) discloses a way-finding guidance evacuating system. 

Birch (GB 2214681 A) discloses an emergency evacuation and guidance means. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lam P Pham whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2977. The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery A Hofsass can be reached on 571-272-2981 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Lam Pham 
April 25, 2005. 




